AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions of claims in the 
application. 



Claims 1-2 (canceled). 

Claim 3 (currently amended): A process for preparing [ t he o x i m e s ] an oxime of 
formula II 



ho-n: 




(ii) 



wherein 

Ri is hydrogen, fluoro or chloro, and 

R 2 is methyl, ethyl, methoxy, ethoxy, trifluoromethyl, trifluoromethoxy, 
cyano, fluoro, chloro or bromo, 
[ wh i ch proc e ss compr i s e s ] comprising 
(a) diazotizing an aniline of formula VI 



H 2 N-// Vr 2 (V|) 



wherein R1 and R2 are as defined for formula II, 
[aa4] " 

(b) reacting the resulting diazonium salt with methylglyoxal-1 -oxime of formula VII 

o 

h 3 cA^n-oh (VII) 

[and] 

(c) methylating the resulting ketooxime of formula VIII 
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(VIII) 



R 



(d) 



wherein R1 and R2 are as defined for formula II. 

with [an] a methylating agent,, and 

reacting the resulting O-methyl ketooxime of formula IX 



o n 3 




(IX) 



with hydroxylamine. 
Claim 4 (canceled). 

Claim 5 (currently amended): A compound of formula II obtained by the process of 
[ any on e of cla i ms 1 , ] Claim 3 [or-4]. ... . . 

Claim 6 (canceled). 

Claim 7 (new): A process according to Claim 3 wherein 

(1 ) when Ri is H, then R 2 is CI, F, Br, CN, CH 3 , OCH 3 , C 2 H 5 , CF 3 , or OC 2 H 5 ; and 

(2) when R A is F or CI, then R 2 is H, CI, or F. 
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